December 17, 2021

As I said, we are making progress.
Today or tomorrow, we may vote to
confirm Denise Campbell Bauer, Presi-
dent Biden’s nominee to serve as Am-
bassador to France. Bauer was nomi-
nated in July, 5 months ago, and is
only now coming to the floor for a
vote. She served as Ambassador to Bel-
gium, including during the 2016 ter-
rorist attack in Brussels. She is well
qualified for this role.

France is our oldest ally and friend,
and while we may be making progress,
I am deeply concerned that our Repub-
lican colleagues have needlessly de-
layed this post.

I urge my friends on the other side of
the aisle to lift their hold on these Am-
bassadors and the dozens of other
qualified, dedicated nominees.

We know there are negotiations afoot
that we can move forward. Let’s get a
bunch of these done.

The United States must be able to
have strong people in place for our al-
lies to deal with problems overseas and
to represent proudly the United States
of America.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
KING). The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BROWN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

VOTE ON OHTA NOMINATION

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. The yeas and nays are ordered.

All postcloture time has expired.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Ohta nomina-
tion?

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
KAINE), the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
OSsSOFF), the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS), and the Senator from
Arizona (Ms. SINEMA) are necessarily
absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the
Senator from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACK-
BURN), the Senator from Missouri (Mr.
BLUNT), the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR), the Senator from West
Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the Senator
from Texas (Mr. CORNYN), the Senator
from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER), the
Senator from Montana (Mr. DAINES),
the Senator from Iowa (Ms. ERNST), the
Senator from Nebraska (Mrs. FISCHER),
the Senator from South Carolina (Mr.
GRAHAM), the Senator from Mississippi
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH), the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE), the Senator

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

from Wisconsin (Mr. JOHNSON), the
Senator from Wyoming (Ms. LUMMIS),
the Senator from XKentucky (Mr.
MCcCONNELL), the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. MORAN), the Senator from Ken-
tucky (Mr. PAUL), the Senator from
Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN), the Senator from
Idaho (Mr. RISCH), the Senator from
Utah (Mr. ROMNEY), the Senator from
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS), the Sen-
ator from Alabama (Mr. SHELBY), and
the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr.
TOOMEY).

The result was announced—yeas 47,
nays 24, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 511 Ex.]

YEAS—47
Baldwin Heinrich Peters
Bennet Hickenlooper Reed
Blumenthal Hirono Rosen
Booker Kelly Schatz
Brown King Schumer
Cantwell Klobuchar Shaheen
cardin peahy Smith
arper ujan

Casey Manchin r?‘tabenow

A ester
Collins Markey
Coons Menendez Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Merkley Warner
Duckworth Murkowski Warnock
Durbin Murphy Warjren
Gillibrand Murray Whitehouse
Hassan Padilla Wyden

NAYS—24
Boozman Hawley Scott (FL)
Braun Hoeven Scott (SC)
Cassidy Kennedy Sullivan
Cotton Lankford Thune
Crapo Lee Tillis
Cruz Marshall Tuberville
Grassley Rubio Wicker
Hagerty Sasse Young
NOT VOTING—29

Barrasso Fischer Paul
Blackburn Graham Portman
Blunt Hyde-Smith Risch
Burr Inhofe Romney
Capito Johnson Rounds
Cornyn Kaine Sanders
Cra',mer Lummis Shelby
Daines McConnell Sinema
Ernst Moran Toomey
Feinstein Ossoff

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PETERS). Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 580, David
Herrera Urias, of New Mexico, to be United
States District Judge for the District of New
Mexico.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Brian Schatz, Martin Heinrich, Alex
Padilla, Jacky Rosen, Margaret Wood
Hassan, Dianne Feinstein, Benjamin L.
Cardin, Richard Blumenthal, Angus S.
King, Jr., Bernard Sanders, Christopher
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Murphy, Sheldon Whitehouse, Sherrod
Brown, Michael F. Bennet, Christopher
A. Coons.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of David Herrera Urias, of New Mexico,
to be United States District Judge for
the District of New Mexico, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
KAINE), the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
OSSOFF), the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS), and the Senator from
Arizona (Ms. SINEMA) are necessarily
absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the
Senator from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACK-
BURN), the Senator from Missouri (Mr.
BLUNT), the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR), the Senator from West
Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the Senator
from Texas (Mr. CORNYN), the Senator
from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER), the
Senator from Montana (Mr. DAINES),
the Senator from Iowa (Ms. ERNST), the
Senator from Nebraska (Mrs. FISCHER),
the Senator from South Carolina (Mr.
GRAHAM), the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. HAGERTY), the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mrs. HYDE-SMITH), the Senator
from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE), the Sen-
ator from Wisconsin (Mr. JOHNSON), the
Senator from Wyoming (Ms. LUMMIS),
the Senator from XKentucky (Mr.
MCcCONNELL), the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. MORAN), the Senator from Ken-
tucky (Mr. PAUL), the Senator from
Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN), the Senator from
Idaho (Mr. RISCH), the Senator from
Utah (Mr. ROMNEY), the Senator from
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS), the Sen-
ator from Alabama (Mr. SHELBY), and
the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr.
TOOMEY).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 45,
nays 25, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 512 Ex.]

YEAS—45
Baldwin Heinrich Peters
Bennet Hickenlooper Reed
Blumenthal Hirono Rosen
Booker Kelly Schatz
Brown King Schumer
Cantwell Klobuchar Shaheen
Cardin Leahy Smith
Carper Lujan Stabenow
Casey Manchin Tester
Coons Markey Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Menendez Warner
Duckworth Merkley Warnock
Durbin Murphy Warren
Gillibrand Murray Whitehouse
Hassan Padilla Wyden

NAYS—25
Boozman Cotton Hawley
Braun Crapo Hoeven
Cassidy Cruz Kennedy
Collins Grassley Lankford
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Lee Scott (FL) Tuberville
Marshall Scott (SC) Wicker
Murkowski Sullivan Young
Rubio Thune
Sasse Tillis

NOT VOTING—30
Barrasso Fischer Ossoff
Blackburn Graham Paul
Blunt Hagerty Portman
Burr Hyde-Smith Risch
Capito Inhofe Romney
Cornyn Johnson Rounds
Cramer Kaine Sanders
Daines Lummis Shelby
Ernst McConnell Sinema
Feinstein Moran Toomey

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 45, the nays are 25.
The motion is agreed to.

———
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of David Herrera
Urias, of New Mexico, to be United
States District Judge for the District
of New Mexico.

Mr. DURBIN. I yield back all time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Urias nomina-
tion?

Mr. DURBIN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

The result was announced—yeas 45,
nays 26, as follows:

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
KAINE), the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
OSSOFF), the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS), and the Senator from
Arizona (Ms. SINEMA) are necessarily
absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the
Senator from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACK-
BURN), the Senator from Missouri (Mr.
BLUNT), the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR), the Senator from West
Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the Senator
from Texas (Mr. CORNYN), the Senator
from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER), the
Senator from Montana (Mr. DAINES),
the Senator from Iowa (Ms. ERNST), the
Senator from Nebraska (Mrs. FISCHER),
the Senator from South Carolina (Mr.
GRAHAM), the Senator from Mississippi
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH), the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE), the Senator
from Wisconsin (Mr. JOHNSON), the
Senator from Wyoming (Ms. LUMMIS),
the Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
MCcCONNELL), the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. MORAN), the Senator from Ken-
tucky (Mr. PAUL), the Senator from
Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN), the Senator from
Idaho (Mr. RISCH), the Senator from
Utah (Mr. ROMNEY), the Senator from

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS), the Sen-
ator from Alabama (Mr. SHELBY), and
the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr.
TOOMEY).
The result was announced—yeas 45,
nays 26, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 513 Ex.]

YEAS—45
Baldwin Heinrich Peters
Bennet Hickenlooper Reed
Blumenthal Hirono Rosen
Booker Kelly Schatz
Brown King Schumer
Cantwell Klobuchar Shaheen
Cardin Leahy Smith
Carper Lujan Stabenow
Casey Manchin Tester
Coons Markey Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Menendez Warner
Duckworth Merkley Warnock
Durbin Murphy Warren
Gillibrand Murray Whitehouse
Hassan Padilla Wyden

NAYS—26
Boozman Hawley Scott (FL)
Braun Hoeven Scott (SC)
Cassidy Kennedy Sullivan
Collins Lankford Thune
Cotton Lee Tillis
Crapo Marshall Tuberville
Cruz Murkowski Wicker
Grassley Rubio
Hagerty Sasse Young

NOT VOTING—29

Barrasso Fischer Paul
Blackburn Graham Portman
Blunt Hyde-Smith Risch
Burr Inhofe Romney
Capito Johnson Rounds
Cornyn Kaine Sanders
Cramer Lummis Shelby
Daines McConnell Sinema
Ernst Moran Toomey
Feinstein Ossoff

The nomination was confirmed.

(Mr. BLUMENTHAL assumed the
Chair.)
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

HEINRICH). Under the previous order,
the motion to reconsider will be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table,
and the President will be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 574, Maame
Ewusi-Mensah Frimpong, of California, to be
United States District Judge for the Central
District of California.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Brian Schatz, Martin Heinrich, Alex
Padilla, Jacky Rosen, Margaret Wood
Hassan, Dianne Feinstein, Benjamin L.
Cardin, Richard Blumenthal, Angus S.
King, Jr., Jon Ossoff, Bernard Sanders,
Christopher Murphy, Sheldon White-
house, Sherrod Brown, Christopher A.
Coons.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
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of Maame Ewusi-Mensah Frimpong, of
California, to be United States District
Judge for the Central District of Cali-
fornia, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
KAINE), the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
OSsSOFF), the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS), and the Senator from
Arizona (Ms. SINEMA) are necessarily
absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the
Senator from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACK-
BURN), the Senator from Missouri (Mr.
BLUNT), the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR), the Senator from West
Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the Senator
from Texas (Mr. CORNYN), the Senator
from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER), the
Senator from Montana (Mr. DAINES),
the Senator from Iowa (Ms. ERNST), the
Senator from Nebraska (Mrs. FISCHER),
the Senator from South Carolina (Mr.
GRAHAM), the Senator from Mississippi
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH), the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE), the Senator
from Wisconsin (Mr. JOHNSON), the
Senator from Wyoming (Ms. LUMMIS),
the Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
MCcCONNELL), the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. MORAN), the Senator from Ken-
tucky (Mr. PAUL), the Senator from
Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN), the Senator from
Idaho (Mr. RISCH), the Senator from
Utah (Mr. ROMNEY), the Senator from
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS), the Sen-
ator from Alabama (Mr. SHELBY), and
the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr.
TOOMEY).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 47,
nays 24, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 514 Ex.]

YEAS—47
Baldwin Heinrich Peters
Bennet Hickenlooper Reed
Blumenthal Hirono Rosen
Booker Kelly Schatz
Brown King Schumer
Cantyvell Klobuchar Shaheen
gardm Eea}py Smith
arper ujan

Casey Manchin ita:enow
Collins Markey oster

Van Hollen
Coons Menendez )
Cortez Masto Merkley Warner
Duckworth Murkowski Warnock
Durbin Murphy Wa1‘rr en
Gillibrand Murray Whitehouse
Hassan Padilla Wyden

NAYS—24
Boozman Hawley Scott (FL)
Braun Hoeven Scott (SC)
Cassidy Kennedy Sullivan
Cotton Lankford Thune
Crapo Lee Tillis
Cruz Marshall Tuberville
Grassley Rubio Wicker
Hagerty Sasse Young
NOT VOTING—29

Barrasso Cramer Hyde-Smith
Blackburn Daines Inhofe
Blunt Ernst Johnson
Burr Feinstein Kaine
Capito Fischer Lummis
Cornyn Graham McConnell
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